
Eucalyptus Longhorned 
Borers

WHAT:
There are two species of longhorned borers that attack Eucalyptus in Southern 
California: Phoracantha recurva and Phoracantha semipunctata. Eucalyptus 
often go unmanaged/minimally managed, and unirrigated. Some species of 
Eucalyptus planted in California are from wetter areas of Australia so when 
they experience prolonged dry periods, or drought, these species are especially 
susceptible to being attacked and killed by borers. 

WHERE:
Freshly cut wood, dying limbs and trees suffering from stress, especially 
drought stress, attract both of these species of beetle. More susceptible species 
include: blue gum, flooded gum, Karri gum, manna gum and more. Eucalyptus 
species displaying a resistance are: lemon gum, sugar gum and red iron bark, 
among others. 

SYMPTOMS:
Holes in bark, oozing (kino) along limbs or trunk, foliage bronzing/
discoloration and wilting, die-back. 

HOW:
The cultural environment should be reviewed and adjusted while prized or 
otherwise valued Eucalyptus in any landscape shall be treated preventively. 
They can attack any species, and stress increases the likelihood.

Consult with one of our Urban Forestry Experts to find out when and how 
your pine or other conifer tree would best be treated. 

Prescribe a preventative program curated for your trees today.
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